PENNSYLVANIA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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HABRISBURG 

THE  TERRAPIN  SCALE 


The  Terrapin  scale  (Lecanium  nigrofasciatum  Perg,)  is    a  native  of 
this  continent  and  ranks  second  to  San  Jose  scale  as  a  scale  pest 
of  peach  and  plum  trees,  and  is  alDundant  on  ccmmon  silver  maple, 
sycamore  and  Crataegus.     It  is  found  over  the  greater  part  of  east- 
ern United  States  and  is  especially  abundant  in  eastern  and  southern 
Pennsylvania 

Injury  is  due  to  the  countless  thousands  of  insects  sucking  the 
sap  from  the  tree.     In  addition  to  this  loss  the  scales  excrete  a 
sticky  fluid  known  as  honej-dew,  which  covers  the  fruit,  leaves  and 
"branches.    A  sooty  fungus  grows  in  the  honey-dew  and  the  fruit  is 
soon  blackened  by  a  sticky  coat  which  makes  the  fruit  almost  un- 
salable and  causes  dropping  of  the  leaves. 

The  scales  in  early  spring  are  turtle-shaped  (hence  the  name) 
about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  long,  slightly  less  in  width  and  one- 
sixteenth  of  an  inch  high,  dark  red  to  black  in  color  with  a  light- 
er red  stripe  running  longitudinally  over  the  back. 

The  scale  overwinters  in  the  half-grown  stage  and  is  full  grown 
by  June  15th.    The  young  migrate  to  ""he  leaves  but  return  to  per- 
manent locations  on  the  twigs  and  branches  before  the  leaves  fall. 

A  number  of  parasites  live  on  this  scale  but  none  become  abundant 
enough  to  prevent  its  spread. 

CONTROL.  A  thorough  spraying  with  a  dormant  strength  miscible 
or  soluble  oil  on  a  bright,  sunny    warm  day  before  the  buds  sutrell 
will  give  good  control  of  this  pest.     In  spraying  large  orchards 
It  has  been  found  that  linseed  oil  emulsion  will  give  good  results 
when  one  goes  to  the  trouble  of  preparing  it. 

In  summer  time  a  special  coating  of  self-boiled  lime-sulfur 
wash  with  flour  added  will  give  good  control  if  applied  at  the 
time  the  young  appear  under  the  female  scales  and  before  they  have 
emerged  to  migrate  to  the  leaves.    Daily  examination  of  infested 
twigs  will  determine  the  time  for  application  of  this  spray.  This 
spray  is  not  nearly  as  efficient  as  the  dormant  sprayings  and  should 
be  used  only  in  emergencies.     It  consists  of  the  following:- 

Flour  (In  paste)  10  lbs. 
Stone  Lime             15  * 
Sulphur                 20  •» 

Water,  to  make      50  gal. 

The  sulphur  is  made  into  paste,  the  lime  is  put  in  a  barrel 
and  enough  warm  water  to  almost  cover  it  is  added.  When  the  lime 
starts  to  slake  add  th^^^  sulfur,  constantly  stirring  and  adding  just 
enough  water  to  prevent  burning.     Wh-n  it  has  cooked  en: ugh  by  the 
heat  of  the  slaking  lime  for  the  red  streaks  of  calcium  sulphide  to 
appear(not  to  exceed  ten  minutes),  stop  further  cooking  by  adding 
conbiderable  water,  :i,dd  the  flour  paste  ana  further  dilute  to  fifty 
gallons. 
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